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October 2, 2026

University of Utah

Please join the Council on Contemporary Families for its free, biennial one-day
conference and public scholarship workshop to be held at the University of Utah**,

The morning Conference, titled “Family Upheaval: Contemporary Debates and
Current Challenges,” features presentations by leading family scholars highlighting
many of the challenges families confront today, including poverty and the affordability
crisis, ADHD, relationships and technology, work-family justice, family estrangement, and
immigration policy.

The afternoon Public Scholarship Workshop is an opportunity for scholars to learn the
craft of public engagement and research translation. In addition to presentations on
writing op-eds, creating social media content, and interacting with journalists and
policymakers, the workshop offers scholars at all career stages the opportunity to work in
small groups with CCF mentors to develop a public-facing product that promotes their
research findings.

REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE AND/OR WORKSHOP by
visiting the CCF website or by clicking HERE
Space is limited. Register by August 21, 2026.

**Virtual attendance option available for CCF members

Questions? Visit our website:
The Council on Contemporary Families https://contemporaryfamilies.utah.edu/
University of Utah Interested in becoming a member?

Email: ccf-admin@utah.edu Learn more here.



https://contemporaryfamilies.utah.edu/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde5bnSrXeLtgrjlAUqwZpMqhs7StkHiA4HDc9f_5YZPdSIgA/viewform?usp=header
mailto:ccf-admin@utah.edu
https://contemporaryfamilies.utah.edu/membership.php

Event Schedule
7:30a-8:00a Check-in

8:00a-8:05a -- Opening remarks
Daniel L. Carlson, CCF Executive Director

8:05a-9:15a -- Session 1: Family and Intimate Relationships
Arielle Kuperberg, University of Maryland - Baltimore County
Josh Coleman, Clinical Psychologist and Author

Sarah Schoppe-Sullivan, The Ohio State University
Cassandra Cotton, Arizona State University

Ken Hanson, University of Wyoming

9:15a-10:25a -- Session 2: Parenting and Childhood

Jennifer Randles, Fresno State University

Maggie Kerr, University of Wisconsin - Madison

Caitlyn Collins, University of Washington - St. Louis

Michelle Janning, Whitman College and Adina Nack, California Lutheran Univ.

10:25a-10:40a -- Break

10:40a-11:50a -- Session 3: Family Roles and Labor
Alison Dunatchik, University of South Carolina

Jill Yavorsky, University of North Carolina - Charlotte
Kathleen Gerson, New York University

Allison Daminger, University of Wisconsin-Madison

11:50a-1:00p -- Session 4: Family Policy and Inequality

Regina Baker, University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

Jasmine Coleman, University of Tennessee - Knoxville

Eman Tadros, Syracuse University

Jessica Su, University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

Joaquin Alfredo-Angel Rubalcaba, University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

1:00p-1:45p -- Lunch

1:45p-3:00p -- Session 5: Public Scholarship

Writing Op-Eds --Joanie Mazelis, University of Rutgers - Camden

Engaging with Policy Makers -- Haley Swenson, Deputy Director, Better Life Lab, New America
Social Media Content Creation — Dan McClellan, Theologian/Public Scholar/Content Creator
Engaging with Journalists — Lois Collins, Journalist, Deseret News

3:00p-4:30p -- Public Scholarship Workshop Roundtables

4:30p-6:00p -- Networking reception, CCF awards ceremony, and closing remarks



Public Scholarship Workshop Roundtable Sessions*

Op-Eds**

Social Media Video Content
Briefing Reports**

Blog Posts**

*Space is limited. Applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
Register by August 21, 2026.
**V/irtual option available for CCF members
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